MR angiography of the extracranial circulation.
In this article, the authors present a brief history of MR angiography (MRA) of the neck with emphasis on the techniques developed, particularly recent ones, to improve image quality. The goal of MRA is to eventually replace catheter angiography. The use of MRA, particularly contrast enhanced MRA with regards to pathology (atherosclerotic disease/plaque formation, dissection and post-traumatic aneurysm) involving the extra-cranial carotid and vertebral arteries is addressed. The authors also comment on computed tomographic angiography and sonography and how they compare with contrast enhanced MRA when pertinent.